FAQ’s for the ‘Skills to Work’ program on the platform
I’m not claiming benefits, can I still be involved in this program?
You must be claiming benefits and in contact with the Job Centre in order to access this program.
I am not yet 24 years old, can I still be involved with this program?
You must be over 24 years (on 31/8/21) to access this program. 
Is this program guaranteed to lead to employment?
This program is not guaranteed to lead to employment with the trust. 
However as stated in the description there is the possibility (on completion of the course and placement) of being offered an interview for a Health Care Support Worker Apprentice role. Eligibility to interview for the role will be based on your performance throughout the program and feedback from the college tutor and ward mentor. 
The interview is not a guarantee for being offered a post; you will be scored against a specific list of criteria to determine your suitability for the apprenticeship. 
The HCSW Apprenticeship role is an 18 months fixed term post at 37.5 hours per week and will include shift work (days, evenings, weekends, and bank holidays).
If you are not successful for a HCSW Apprentice post, or you don’t wish to go on the placement, you will have the opportunity to continue with the college and gain level 2 qualifications.  
Do I have to live in Blackpool to be involved in this program?
You don’t have to live in Blackpool to be involved in this program.
You will need to discuss with your work coach at your local job centre if they are able to offer support for travel expenses, child care, DBS costs etc. If they aren’t able to support this then you would need to undertake the program under your own steam. 
I’m not double vaccinated, can I still access the program?
If you are not double vaccinated and want to complete the level 1 qualifications WITHOUT completing the ward placement then you DO NOT need to be double vaccinated. 
If you wish to undertake the course AND the placement (and be eligible for the interview) then you DO NEED to be double vaccinated AND be able to provide evidence of this. 
Failure to provide this evidence will mean you DO NOT qualify for the ward placement or the possibility of the interview. 
I am interested in this program, who do I contact?
Please email helen.cook@blackpool.ac.uk to discuss your interest further. 
I am interested in this program but not sure I qualify, who do I contact?
If you would like to discuss your eligibility any further please email helen.cook@blackpool.ac.uk
I have more questions that these FAQ’s doesn’t cover, who do I contact?
If your question is not covered by the description of the program or these FAQ’s please email helen.cook@blackpool.ac.uk
